Declaration on the Joint Platform of Civil Society for the Monitoring of Serbia’s EU Accession Negotiations Process
Recalling Article 1 of the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia under which the “Republic of Serbia is a state (…) based on the rule of law and social justice, principles of civil democracy, human and minority rights and freedoms, and commitment to European principles  and values”,
Recalling the Right to Information guaranteed by Article 51 of the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia under which “everyone shall have the right to access information kept by state authorities and organizations with delegated public powers”,
Considering the Basis for Negotiations and Conclusion of the Treaty of Accession of the Republic of Serbia to the European Union (EU), under which the foreign policy priority of the Republic of Serbia is to become a member of the EU and under which it is committed to respect the Union founding values and is devoted to developing democratic society based on the rule of law and respect for human and minority rights, the principles of market economy, as well as building effective institutions,
Recalling the commitment of the Government of the Republic of Serbia, given in the Basis for Negotiations and Conclusion of the Treaty of Accession of the Republic of Serbia to the EU, by which the process of EU accession negotiations should be subject to regular public debates, emphasizing in particular the role of business and civil society, making the process of European integration common property of all citizens,
Having regard to Article 25 and Article 26 of the Resolution on the Role of the National Assembly and Principles in the Negotiations on the Accession of the Republic of Serbia to the European Union, emphasizing the importance of informing the public timely and continuously on European values, the European Union, developments and results of the negotiations on the accession of the Republic of Serbia to the EU, and encouraging all state authorities and social stakeholders to take part in public debates on the negotiations process,
Confirming the principles of civil participation contained in the Code of Good Practice for Civil Participation in the Decision-making Process adopted by the Conference of international non-governmental organizations of the Council of Europe, such as participation, trust, accountability, transparency and independence,
Emphasizing the fact that a developed civil society is one of the prerequisites and standards for democracy and stability оf a political system, and that cooperation of public authorities with citizens and civil society in the creation, implementation and monitoring of public policy is one of the fundamental characteristics of a state that serves its citizens,
Taking into account the complexity of the process of EU accession negotiations, as well as the necessity to recognize the role of all stakeholders in the process that could contribute to the quality and effectiveness of negotiations,
Considering that Serbia's civil society should have a dual role in the process of negotiations on its membership in the European Union: the first role being expert-advisory, which means that organizations and individuals from civil society, in areas of their expertise, provide support to the state negotiation structure, and the second role being supervisory-informative, which means monitoring the negotiations process and informing the public about it,
We, the undersigned representatives of civil society, with this Declaration confirm the desire and willingness to develop mutual cooperation and partnership. In order to improve Serbia’s EU accession negotiations process:
· We will advocate for the promotion of transparency and openness in the work of public institutions, a clear definition of accountability and roles within the negotiation structure, civil participation and partnership of public institutions and civil society, respect for the autonomy and independence of civil society organizations;
· We will demand that institutional and legal mechanisms for access to information and documents created during the negotiations process be respected and implemented, in order to ensure high quality of the civil society’s contribution, and to enable the citizens to understand the process and identify its main actors;
· We will advocate for the participation of civil society representatives in the drafting and implementation of regulations, and for the monitoring of public policies adopted on Serbia's path to EU membership, based on clearly defined criteria and reasoned decisions;
· we will influence the strengthening of the mechanisms of democratic control over the executive branch of the Government and reinforcing the position of the National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia, in order to secure the legitimacy of decisions taken and the rule of law;
· we will advocate for improving the communication of governmental bodies and negotiation structure with civil society, so that the citizens would be better informed about the negotiations process.
In Belgrade, Republic of Serbia, May 9, 2014
